The Wave - Literary Terms
	Literary Term
	Definition
	Example from the story

	1. hero / heroine


	The main character in the story who leads the way. Usually, the hero or heroine has a high moral character and is courageous.
	Laurie – she stood up to everyone and refused to join The Wave.

	2. climax


	The point of 'make or break' in the plot for the hero. This is the point of highest interest, the crisis, and is therefore also at the turning point of the action.
	When David hit Laurie and he realized that things had gone too far.

	3. conflict
	An essential element in any story – the struggle that takes place often between the main characters. The struggle between opposing forces.
	- Laurie refusing to join The Wave. 

- Mr. Ross wondering how far he can go with the experiment.

	4. resolution


	How all the problems are solved at the conclusion of the story. It's the logical outcome of everything that happened before. It comes after the climax.
	The image of Hitler was shown at The Wave rally – everyone realized what they had been caught up in and that they had blindly conformed (just like the Nazis / German people). 

	5. symbol / symbolism
	An object that also represents an idea or concept. Symbolism is also a type of metaphor – drawing parallels between smaller objects and larger concepts so readers can relate.


	The symbol of The Wave – to represent something that had movement, direction and impact.

It symbolized change (bringing about a change to people/society).

	6. theme


	The message of a literary text. (What is the text about?)
	How people follow the herd / can be easily manipulated /  are afraid to speak out (relate to the quotes)

	7. novel


	A long work of fiction.
	The book The Wave – as opposed to a short story.

	8. points of view


	The way a narrator or character sees and tells of events.


	What the different characters felt about The Wave:

Laurie – against

David + classmates – for

Laurie's mother – worried it might be dangerous

Laurie's father – didn't see anything wrong with it


