Relative Clauses/Pronouns

A relative clause is used when you want to either:
1. Define what something is; or 

2. Add more information.

Relative Pronouns
A relative clause usually starts with a relative pronoun:

Who ( Refers to people 

· My mother, who loves me very much, is coming to visit me. 

Which ( Refers to things (or animals)

· There is something about this song, which is very annoying to me. 

That ( Refers to people, things and animals (cannot be used after a comma)

· The team that lost the race is my favorite.

· Where is the book that I bought yesterday? 

Whose ( Shows possession
· Here is the cat, whose tail is hurt. 

Where ( Refers to place 

· Evanston is the town where I grew up. 

When ( Refers to time

· November is the best month because it is the month when I was born. 

Form
A relative clause can come in one of two forms:

1. The end of a sentence 

· There are many countries (main sentence) where the trumpet is played (relative clause).

2. The middle of the sentence

· Many countries (main sentence) where the trumpet is played (relative clause) are in Europe.

Two into One 

You can turn two sentences, which are about the same subject, into one using a relative clause.

· Original Sentences: The firemen saved the children. They are heroes.

· New Sentence: The firemen who saved the children are heroes. 

Defining v. Non-Defining
It was stated before that there are two types of relative clauses. One that defines the subject and the other that adds information.

Defining Clause 

A Defining Clause, is a clause that explains what the subject is. Without this clause the subject is ambiguous.

· The girl that is wearing blue jeans and a pink shirt is my friend. 
Without the clause “that is wearing blue jeans and a pink shirt” you would not know which girl I am taking about.

You NEVER use a comma when it is a defining clause and you MAY use either the word the word that (instead of who or which). 

Non-Defining Clause
A None Defining Clause is a clause that only adds information. Even without this clause the subject is not ambiguous.

· Mary, who has been my friend for 10 years, is coming to visit me.

In this sentence, even without the “who has been my friends for 10 years” we know I am talking about Mary. 

You ALWAYS use a comma (for who, which, whose) when it is a non-defining clause and you NEVER use the word that. 

Tips for Identifying a Non-Defining Clause
1. Pointers (That pencil, which is yellow, is mine.)

2. Proper Nouns (The Empire State Building, which is in New York City, is a huge building.)

3. Words of Possession (We just moved to our new apartment, which is very small and quaint.)  

