The Wave Study Guide

	Vocabulary

	superior

atrocities 

disorganized 

obedience 

discipline 

community 

pressure
	motto

impact 

salute 

cooperation 

strength 

concerned 

offender
	manipulation

intimidate 

threaten

recruit

brainwash 

impressionable  

conviction
	anonymous

to pledge 

obsession 

flock/herd/pack

stunned 

implications 

contagious

	Characters

	Laurie

She is the protagonist. She is a clever and popular girl. She has supportive parents. She is involved in school life- she is the editor of the school newspaper "The Grapevine".
	Christie Ross

Ben's wife and colleague at school. Teaches music and choir. Is supportive of her husband though not of the Wave. Urges him to end it.
	Amy

Laurie's best friend till she joins the wave. She is also one of Laurie's antagonists. She is in competition with Laurie and is jealous of her. Joining the wave made her feel equal.

	Mr. Ben Ross

A charismatic, dedicated, interesting and over- zealous history teacher. He is obsessive in nature and won't stop "till he drives his point home". He devises the Wave movement as an experiment meant to answer why Germans did not stop the Nazis in WWII.
	David 

Laurie's boyfriend, one of Laurie's antagonists. He is clever and also cares a lot about the football team. He joins the Wave as he thinks it can be a whole new system and tries to get the whole football team on it, thinking it would benefit them.
	Robert

The class loser, and lives in his successful brother's shadow. Mr Ross' personal bodyguard. Also Laurie's antagonist- said she is a threat that is spreading lies about the wave and need be stopped. Joining the wave gave him a sense of purpose and belonging. He stood to lose the most from ending the wave.

	Mr. Owens

A liberal principal, allowing Mr. Ross a large degree of freedom in his teachings till things get too far. Appreciates Mr. Ross' talents.
	Alex & Carl

Minor characters, “side kicks”, are often humorous. They work on the Grapevine staff and are not Wave members. They assist Ben Ross when he ends the experiment.
	The Wave 

A movement started by Ben as an experiment to teach the students about the Nazis. It had a motto, symbol and salute. It  took on a life of its own causing a loss of individuality and eventually leading to danger.  

	Setting: 

The story takes place: 

· In the late 60’s, 

· In a middle class high school (Gordon High School) 

· In a suburb of California (they are sheltered naïve kids). 

	Climax

Main Climax ( When Ben Ross presents the students with their would have been leader “HITLER” had they carried on with the experiment.

Additional Climactic Points

1. Laurie receives the anonymous letter and decides to take action against The Wave.

2. David hits Laurie in an attempt to dissuade her from speaking out against The Wave. Thereupon realizing that anything that makes him hurt someone he loves cannot be right.


	Theme

1. Individualism v. The Pack Mentality

2. Democracy v. Dictatorships

3. Education v. Manipulation
	Symbolism 

The Wave ( Symbol for movement, direction and power. Everyone moving in the same direction & doing the same thing (making a splash). 

	Resolution

· The image of Hitler was shown at The Wave rally. 
· Everyone realized what they had been caught up in and that they had blindly conformed (just like the Nazis / German people).

	Foreshadowing

Disorganization( At the beginning of the story there is an emphasis on the lack of organization. This foreshadows that organization will be heavily focused on later on in the story. The Wave movement ended up being heavily organized and structured. 
1. Ben is disorganized (can’t figure out how to work the projector)

2. The football team is disorganized (25 one man teams)

3. The students are disorganized (not on time, no homework, lateness, sloppy work).

	Conflict

Laurie’s Conflict

1. Inner conflict as to accept The Wave, or reject it and/or speak out against it. 

2. External Conflict with her friends who want her to accept The Wave. 

Ben Ross’ Conflict

1. Inner conflict as to how far to take the experiment.

2. External conflict with his wife,  Laurie & David, Mr. Owens, the other teachers and the parents. 

	Compare & Contrast 

Robert v. David 

· Similarities( Both drawn to the wave (sense of community)
· Differences
· Robert: Joins for personal reasons (feels reborn, sense of belonging, no longer a lonely loser) 

· David: Is drawn to it of the good of the team and feels that it could be a whole new system. 

Laurie v. Amy

· Similarities( Both are intelligent and successful students.
· Differences
· Laurie: Laurie is popular, has a boyfriend, involved in extra curricular activities (Grapevine) and seen as a leader.
· Amy: Amy is jealous of Laurie because her social status is higher. Amy is drawn to The Wave where she can be an equal.
Positive Aspects of The Wave v. Negative Aspects of The Wave

· Positive

1. Gets rid of social groups in the school

2. Promotes community and working together 

3. Promotes organization 

4. Gives students a sense of purpose 

· Negative 

1. Brings on the “Pack” mentality

2. Eliminates individualism & free thinking.

3. Pressurizes students out of fear who don’t want to join The Wave

4. Leads to violence




	Cause & Effect 

1. Ben shows a WWII documentary ( Students are perplexed and ask how could it have been? This indirectly results in the formation of The Wave. 
2. Laurie receives an anonymous letter ( She become alarmed and decides The Wave must be exposed and dedicates a whole grapevine edition to it.
3. David gets violent with Laurie ( David realizes that The Wave is wrong.
4. Ben organizes the Wave in the auditorium to introduce the national leader ( Students realize there is no leader and leave the auditorium changed.

	Distinguishing Different Perspectives 

Ben & Mr. Owens( While both Ben and Mr. Owens are free thinkers and non-conventional, they view the Wave from different perspectives.

· Mr. Ross: Views The Wave from the perspective of an educator. His goal is to teach the students. He does not consider the implications for the school or the students. 
· Mr. Owens: Has a broader perspective of the situation. He sees the administrative and psychological implications. He is accountable for anything that goes wrong.
Christy & Ben( Both Christy and Ben are educators and see the value in teaching a good lesson.

· Christy: Is more weary and cautious of this experiment having known the extreme obsessive nature of her husband. She is also more aware of the negative effects the experiment is having on the school, the students and their personal and professional lives.
· Ben: Unable to see outside of the experiment because of his overzealousness, dedication and obsessive nature. He wants to see the experiment through with little regard for the negative implications.
Laurie’s Dad & Mom

· Dad: Anything that will motivate the kids to study and have a sense of community is positive. He has a trusting nature
· Mom: Has a questioning and perceptive nature. She is immediately weary of The Wave. She is pro-individualism and freedom of thought and feels that The Wave goes against these principles.

	Explaining Patterns 

Ben has an obsessive personality that is shown through multiple examples in the story:

Native Americans:  He… 
1. Visited reservations on the weekends 
2. Spent hours looking for old books in dusty libraries 
3. Brought Indians home for dinner 
4. Wore deerskin moccasins
Bridge: He…
1. Was better than Christy within a month 
2. Insisted on playing every minute of the day 
3. Won a local bridge tournament 
4. Ran out of worthy competitors.
The Wave: He…

1. Is haunted by the unanswered question 
2. Does excessive research at the library and at home 
3. Tries to give the students a taste of Nazi Germany in a direct approach 
4. Eagerly adds on more layers to the experiment upon getting cooperation 
5. Agrees to take a bodyguard 
6. Doesn’t listen to his wife, principal or Laurie and David’s concerns and wants to see it through his own way



	Problem Solving

Laurie’s Problem 

· Problem( She feels that The Wave is destructive. She wants to warn against it and for others to know of the dangers.
· Solution( She (1) tries to speak with her friends (2) recruits the Grapevine members to write a special edition speaking out against The wave (3) consults her parents/Mr. Ross/Mr. Owens.
Robert’s Problem 

· Problem( He (1) is the class loser (2) lacks motivation and has bad grades (3) has no purpose or goals in life and thus no motivation.
· Solution( He (1) is a monitor, bodyguard and Mr. Ross’s right hand man in The Wave, (2) has a social group that gives him a sense of community.

Ben’s Problem

· Problem( He needs to (1) convey the complex situation the Germans were in during WWII.          (2) conduct the experiment effectively (3) end it properly (important how and not when).
· Solution( He (1) comes up with a simulation for a fascist movement which included a motto, salute and symbol (2) makes it up as he goes along according to students feedback and responsiveness (3) he decides to introduce them to their national leader (Hitler) demonstrating how he could have been their leader if the experiment had continued. 

	Inferences

1. The orders he doesn’t really give( The students begin to attribute orders to Ben that he never gave them. We can infer from this that Ben has lost control over his own experiment. We can infer that The Wave has taken on a life of its own.
2. The “Jewish Beating( A Jewish boy was beaten by members of The Wave. Though not explicitly stated that his faith was the reason for his beating we can infer that The Wave may be taking a similar path to that of Nazi Germany/Hitler Youth.
3. Laurie’s Mother’s Intuitions( Laurie tells her mother about Mr. Ross’ unusual class activity. Laurie’s mother immediately makes inferences regarding the dangers inherent in such a movement, based on her past experience, political awareness and good sense of intuition.



